
I fell in love with this house the moment I walked in and saw the high ceilings and light pouring in the windows!   
Having just moved from Boston to be closer to my children and grandchildren, the home search had been hard.  
I found the more typical California bungalow very dark, and this house immediately gave me the feeling of the 
spaciousness I’d been missing.  Even without the neighborhood, the main bedroom alone would have convinced 
me to buy the house! I love its spaciousness and the beautiful original windows. There was never a day  when I 
didn’t appreciate waking up to an airy room flooded with light.  At night, the stained-glass window on the stairs 
lights up the second-floor landing—the most elegant nightlight I’ve ever had in a home.   

My wish when I moved was to be in a real neighborhood within walking distance of everything—without the need to 
drive everywhere.  Howe Street is all of that.  The wide street, lots of trees, many lovely homes.  The neighborhood 
has become ever more charming since 2010 as older homes are renovated and new families move in.  We even have 
a neighborhood association, PANIL, and our own neighborhood grocery store, Piedmont Grocery, with beautiful 
organic produce, a cheese shop, and an old-fashion butcher’s counter with butchers who cut your meat and fish to 
order.  

Walk to the post office, drug store, coffee shop, FedEx, vintage stores, and to some wonderful restaurants!   Our 
favorites are The Wolf and Pomet (California-American), Shimizu and Geta (Japanese food), and Dona (Mexican).  If 
you love to eat, this is the right neighborhood for you.  

During the twelve years I’ve owned this house, it’s constantly grown and changed with the needs of my family.  

The original house I bought in 2010 was missing the heart-of-the-home family kitchen where everyone could gather, 
cook together, and talk while we worked.  That renovation in 2012 was a labor of love that took over half a year.  We 
expanded the house by building a kitchen addition with vaulted ceilings and skylight, and added a storage-filled 
laundry room and downstairs bathroom.  We also expanded the upstairs bathroom to build what is now the shower 
and added new flooring, sink, and storage.   

Our builders helped us to design exactly the spaces we needed, including more storage space than I’ve ever had 
in any home anywhere!  In this house, there is always a place to put something.  Having a pantry and cupboards 
with pull-out shelves makes everything in the kitchen easy to reach.  No hunting around to find that can of tomatoes 
you’re sure you bought but can’t see in the back of the cupboard!

But the pandemic brought new challenges for the Howe Street house:  how could I make it a safe environment for 
family and friends in a COVID-threatened world?  The teahouse in the back was the creative solution:  an outdoor 
space with a heater that made it safe for gathering in the winter months but with fresh air circulation and removable 
panels to make it cool enough for the summer months.  During the worst of the pandemic in 2022, my whole family 
celebrated Thanksgiving around the long table in the tea house, giving thanks with enormous gratitude for our safe 
airy environment.  Since, the teahouse has been the ideal space for entertaining friends and family, meetings with 
colleagues, and even quiet reading or working at the computer.   

When you love a home, one thing always leads to another.  Next, the backyard landscaping needed to be brought 
up to the standard of the teahouse.  The drought inspired me to re-design the front yard so that it could be 
drought-resistant and self-sustaining with minimal irrigation needed.  The threat of our annual fire season and 
the anticipation of an eventual earthquake motivated the installation of the generator that automatically restores 
electrical service to the entire home within minutes each time there is a power failure.  And while we were doing all 
the other work in 2020-21, it made sense to replace the aging roof and repaint the exterior.

The love with which the Howe Street home was originally built in 1907 can still be seen and felt here in the original 
details.  Each addition and improvement has been added with love and care.  Even the contractors who worked on 
this house have been family friends who brought their personal touches to the work.  I hope the light and warmth of 
the home brings you the same joy it has brought to us!
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